
31

The Business 
Community 
Partnership has 
strong relationships 
with a wide 
variety of different 
organisations, and 
a range of specialist 
services which help 
them work together.  
This flexibility and 
expertise has 
enabled BCP to 
broker in kind 
investment from the 
business community 
into the city which is 
worth over £3m.
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Embracing 
Opportunity
Building a sustainable culture of  
social enterprise in Brighton and Hove
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Partnerships and  
Network development

The Social Enterprise Steering Group, currently comprising  
The Business Community Partnership (BCP), Brighton and 
Hove City Council, The Economic Partnership, Business 
Link, the University of Brighton, 7creative, SE2 Partnership 
and Care Co-ops will continue to meet and move the 
strategy into its delivery phase. 

Brighton and Hove has applied to be the only UK city 
represented on the URBACT Network of Social Enterprise. 
This is an EU initiative which is currently in development.  
If this network is approved, the steering group will be 
enhanced, and there will be a programme of events and 
exchanges with European partners to share learning and 
best practice.

“The social enterprise strategy is an important step forward for 
Brighton & Hove as it has the potential to raise the profile of the city 
as a centre of excellence and will provide opportunities to nurture 
and grow social enterprises.”
Eleanor Bell 
Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership 

“Good roots are the most important quality of successful Social 
Enterprises. Not just because they connect people across the 
community and improve quality of life, they improve trade and 
provide reinvestment for the future sustainability of the city.  
By developing and encouraging Social Enterprises  the city is 
investing in it’s own future stability.”
Jan Jackson 
Business Adviser Sustainable Business, Business Link Sussex

more than prof it 
infopack 
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Basis Capacity Building Project

BCP is working with the Working Together Project and Brighton and Hove 
Impetus to deliver a Big Lottery funded programme to support the development 
of social enterprise and other third sector organisations in the city. 

As well as delivering better integrated services, the project aims to support the 
third sector to build their capacity, develop their workforce, diversify their income 
streams, and to bid for and deliver work in the new public sector contracting 
environment. This is part of the Brighton & Hove ChangeUp Infrastructure 
Development Plan which has been developed to enable support organisations 
to effectively meet the needs of the third sector.

“The Working Together Project is pleased to be part of the Capacity 
Building Project, a partnership with The Business Community 
Partnership and Brighton & Hove Impetus.”

Working Together Project

www.workingtogetherproject.org.uk

“We’re successfully working in partnership to raise the capacity of 
3rd Sector organisations, including Social Enterprises, and think 
it’s great that the partnership approach is so embodied within 
the strategy.  We are looking forward to playing a part in the 
future development of Brighton & Hove’s thriving culture of Social 
Enterprise..”

Steve Lawless 
Chief Executive, Impetus

www.bh-impetus.org
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SE2 Partnership

BCP is an active member of the SE2 Partnership, a regional organisation 
supporting the development of local social enterprise networks, which will be 
launched as part of Social Enterprise Day 2008.  

“SE2 partnership’s aim is to provide a flexible, dynamic and 
sustainable infrastructure which will most effectively help deliver our 
vision for a social enterprise sector, that is growing and adding value 
across the South East.
I congratulate Brighton & Hove on producing this brilliant strategy 
which I hope will increase the social enterprise culture in the City and 
also inspire many others around the region”.

Dave Ahlquist  
Development Manager, SE2 Partnership

www.se2partnership.co.uk
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“Social enterprises contribute so much to a healthy, 
sustainable economy and I’m delighted to endorse 
the strategy that has been drawn up to encourage 
more to start up in this city.
People are becoming more interested in ethical 
issues and this has encouraged many new 
businesses. There are now well over a thousand 
local people employed in social enterprises and  
with the recession threatening the economy 
nationally, I believe we should do everything we  
can to help this flourishing sector.”

Councillor Dee Simson 
Cabinet Member for Community Affairs  
and Internal Relations, Brighton and Hove City Council

www.brighton-hove.gov.uk
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The Business Community Partnership 
Membership Network

BCP continues to develop its membership network and to support members 
in working together to mutual and collective benefit. Businesses, third sector 
organisations and public sector departments are joining the network, attending 
networking events and working together to support business development, 
social enterprise development and capacity building projects for the voluntary 
and community sector. This is an extensive and ever growing resource available 
to the city, which it is BCP’s goal to develop and direct to maximum benefit.  

Social Enterprise Day and subsequent events planned by BCP will enable  
the particular needs of social enterprise to be met within the network.  
To find out more and to join the network click through to the Business 
Community Partnership’s membership page here:

www.bhbcp.org.uk/membership-form

Benefits of BCP Membership

Membership of BCP links organisations with a growing network of socially 
responsible partners and customers across all sectors of the community in 
Brighton and Hove. Benefits include: 

• Option for all members to join the network to develop a lasting  
culture of Social Enterprise in our city 

• Option for business members to join the ProHelp programme  
and benefit from sharing their expertise with third sector organisations on a 
‘pro-bono’ in-kind basis 

• Opportunity for third sector organisations to apply to the ProHelp 	  
programme for ‘pro-bono’ in-kind business expertise and support 

• Invitations to dynamic networking events 
• Introductions to like-minded individuals and organisations 
• Professional advice on managing cross-sectoral collaborations 
• Participation in BCP projects 
• Right to use BCP logo
• Have your organisation represented on the BCP website
• A monthly e-bulletin featuring members’ news and case studies
• A vote in BCP Board elections and the opportunity to stand for BCP Board election
• Access to the latest thinking on CSR issues

Membership enquiries to info@bhbcp.org.uk



morethanprofit@bhbcp.org.uk
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